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GEOBINGO: BRISTOL AND 

SURROUNDING AREA 

HOW TO PLAY 

Send us your #geoselfie at each site, completing a line of three sites, horizontally, vertically or 

diagonally.  

The middle square can be used for any of the pictured sites – or any other favourite geosite! 

All entries received before 31 October 2014 will be entered into our Earth Science Week prize  

draw.... 

How to send your photos: 

Email us: ESWUK@geolsoc.org.uk  @geolsoc #ESW14       facebook.com/geolsoc 

 

BRISTOL MUSEUM 

AUST CLIFF BRISTOL’S TIME GAP 

MENDIP CAVES CHEDDAR GORGE 

DE LA BECHE 

UNCONFORMITY 

BLACK NORE ROCKS, 

PORTISHEAD AVON GORGE 



Remember, rocks aren’t always as stable as they appear! Please take care when visiting 

sites, and seek specialist advice where appropriate. 

Field work codes and resources can be found on our website at 

www.geolsoc.org.uk/resources 

Visit www.geolsoc.org.uk/geobingo for more grids from across the country, all based on 

our #100geosites nominations! 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Come face-to-face with the 

'Bristol dinosaur' 

(Thecodontosaurus),  meet the 

scelidosaurs, view a spectacular 

collection of Icthyosaur fossils, 

and find out about Bristol’s 

diverse regional geology at 

BRISTOL MUSEUM. 

The MENDIP CAVES feature 

large areas of Carboniferous 

Limestone worn away by water 

to create a series of caves and 

passages popular for caving. As 

well as featuring the largest 

underground river system in 

Britain, deposits contain 

Pleistocene megafauna.   

 

CHEDDAR GORGE  was formed 

by  meltwater floods during 

cold periglacial periods over the 

last 1.2 million years. Evidence 

for the Variscan orogeny, the 

mountain building event which 

formed the supercontinent 

Pangaea, can be seen in the 

sheared rock and cleaved 

shales.  

 

‘BRISTOL’S TIME GAP’, 

located just north of the city, 

shows dipping Carboniferous 

Limestone overlain by 

horizontal Dolomitic 

Conglomerate – representing 

a gap between the two 

formations of 50 million years.  

 

AUST CLIFF provides one of the 

best  exposures in the country of 

upper Triassic and Lower 

Jurassic rocks, deposited approx. 

210 million years ago. The 

Westbury Bone Bed, is packed 

with the remains of fish and 

bones of marine reptiles, 

pterosaurs and occasional 

dinosaurs. 

 
The DE LA BECHE 

UNCONFORMITY in Vallis Vale, 

east Somerset, was first 

described by Conybeare and 

Buckland in the 19th century. 

The unconformity between 

Carboniferous limestone and 

Jurassic Oolite represents a time 

gap of more than 150 million 

years.  

As well as Brunel’s amazing 

suspension bridge, the AVON 

GORGE, in its steep cliffs carved 

by the river Avon, reveals rocks 

laid down 350 million years ago 

in a shallow tropical sea. Fossils, 

faults and features can be 

explored in detail along the 

paths.   

PORTISHEAD PIER TO BLACK 

NORE is a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest, near the 

town of Portishead. Important 

exposures reveal structures 

formed during the Variscan 

orogeny, as well as Devonian 

exposures containing several 

species of fossil fish.     

 


